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● Special Education 

Teacher/Transition Coordinator

● Olomana School (4 Locations: 

Olomana Youth Center, Hawai’i 

Youth Correctional Facility, 

Kapolei Detention Home, Home 

Maluhia)

● Member of SEAC, Representing 

Students With Disabilities Who 

Are Incarcerated



A Guide for the IEP Team 
PURPOSE: 

Created by SEAC to provide information on the two different paths (High School Diploma 

or Certificate of Completion) for a high school student with an Individualized Education 

Program (IEP) so an informed decision can be made by the IEP team.

 DETAILS:

● IEP Team determines whether a student works toward a High School Diploma or a 

Certificate of Completion

● A Dialogue Guide to facilitate conversations among and between school teams, staff, 

families, community members, and the student is being created to accompany this 

infographic.

Link to IEP Team Infographic: IEP Team Infographic

https://seac-hawaii.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Screen-Shot-2021-03-17-at-12.16.19-PM-768x597.png


Hawaii High School Diploma Requirements

● To understand the minimum course 
and credit requirements for a High 
School Diploma (Hawaii BOE Policy 
102-15) 

● Available in multiple languages.

Certificate of Completion Guidelines For 
Students with Disabilities

● To assist in determining the appropriateness 
of placing a student on track to earn a 
Certificate of Completion

● May request in another language.

High School Diploma Requirements and Certificate of Completion Guidelines 

https://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/StudentLearning/GraduationRequirements/Pages/Requirements.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DWUo7pIF0AxvMX6LqCXrqkf0RsabEDNs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DWUo7pIF0AxvMX6LqCXrqkf0RsabEDNs/view?usp=sharing


SEAC Infographics: 

https://seac-hawaii.org/infographics/ 

Highlights the main differences, but also some similarities.

Outlines the main differences between a High School Diploma and a Certificate of Completion

https://seac-hawaii.org/infographics/




Students with an IEP on diploma track:

● Must meet the minimum 24 course and credit requirements as 

stated in the Board of Education Policy 102-15 

● Has the ability to earn credits towards a high school diploma by 

age 22 at a Hawaii public high school



UHCC College is Possible

Students with an IEP on Certificate of Completion track:

● Factors to determine if a Certificate of Completion is appropriate:

○ Has a significant cognitive disability that may include limited 

adaptive skills, physical or behavioral limitations, and the 

student requires a highly specialized educational program 

with intensive modifications and accommodations in order 

to access the general academic curriculum.

○ Difficulty with the general academic curriculum demands is 

due to student’s significant cognitive disability and not due 

to social, cultural, environmental factors, an expectation of 

poor performance, or excessive absences.

○ Receiving a modified curriculum to the extent that it does 

not meet the course and credit requirements to earn a high 

school diploma.

● To receive a Certificate of Completion, the following requirements 

must be met:

○ Student is at least 18 years old, but not older than 22 

years of age.

○ Student met his/her IEP goals that support progress 

towards Post-Secondary Transition goals

○ Student has not met the requirements for a high school 

diploma.

https://uhcc.hawaii.edu/collegeaccess/noHS.php#:~:text=If%20you%20are%20below%20the,years%20after%20they%20turn%20eighteen.


Commonalities
● All components of the Student’s IEP are implemented

● Although the expectation is for all students to graduate with a high school 

diploma or Certificate of Completion with their same-age peers in four years, 

when appropriate, the IEP must meet the unique needs of the student.

● Some students with IEPs may require more than four years to earn their High 

School Diploma or Certificate of Completion, and may do so up until the age of 

22.

● If a student earns their High School Diploma or Certificate of Completion 

after the first semester, a diploma or certificate will not be awarded until the 

end of the year

● Students graduating with a diploma or certificate CAN go to college!

○ UH Community Colleges

○ AccreditedSchoolsOnline.org

○ EducationConnection.com

https://uhcc.hawaii.edu/collegeaccess/noHS.php#:~:text=If%20you%20are%20below%20the,years%20after%20they%20turn%20eighteen.
https://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/resources/college-no-ged-or-high-school-diploma/#:~:text=Not%20all%20accredited%20U.S.%20colleges,applying%20to%20a%20degree%20program.
https://www.educationconnection.com/resources/colleges-that-dont-require-high-school-diploma-or-ged/






First point

Recommendations:

● Start the discussion BEFORE AGE 14, when appropriate

● The Student  and the Parents/Guardians should provide input on 

post-secondary goals in the areas of education/training, employment, and 

independent living. What are your preferences, interests, strengths, and 

needs in these areas? Hawaii Statewide Family Engagement Center’s Parent Profile 

for Student

● The Student should attend their IEP meeting so their voice is heard. The 

school must invite the student to attend the IEP meeting if the purpose of 

the meeting will be the consideration of the postsecondary goals and the 

transition services needed to reach those goals. 

https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/hfec/2020/08/06/parent-profile-for-student/
https://cds.coe.hawaii.edu/hfec/2020/08/06/parent-profile-for-student/


Second point
Planning early for postsecondary goals is important!

● Review college or program prerequisites and application 

process. Some colleges or programs require specific 

courses in high school or a specific GPA (Grade Point 

Average).

● Some trade or vocational schools also may require specific 

courses in high school.

● Various work experiences in the interest areas can be 

planned

● Plans (course of study) can be implemented to provide 

instruction in skills that may be required to obtain the 

postsecondary goals

● Postsecondary goals may change every year, so it’s 

important to continue the discussion with your child.



Thanks!

Contact information:

Lisa Vegas

Olomana School

lisa.vegas@k12.hi.us

Office Ph. 808-307-1632

Cell Ph. 808-256-5596

 

“Every child deserves a champion:
An adult who will never give up on them, 

who understands the power of 
connection, 

and insists they become 
the best they can possibly be.”

-rita pierson


